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FLOWCHART SHOWING THE PROCESS FOLLOWED BY BATH AND NORTH EAST 
SOMERSET COUNCIL WHEN INVESTIGATING AN APPLICATION FOR A RIGHT OF WAY  
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Secretary of State 
directs Authority to 
make order 
 This can take 

6 -12 months 

NO FURTHER ACTION 

Secretary of State does not 
direct the Authority to make 

order 

DECISION  
The Authority will then decide if an Order (a legal document) is needed 
to amend the Definitive Map.  This decision is based on the evidence 
available; everyone who is consulted is informed of the decision. 
 Consultees will not receive this until at least 3 weeks from end of 

consultation period.  If additional information is required, a decision 
may not be sent out for some months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT TO MAKE AN ORDER 

CONSULTATION WITH REPORT  
Consultation letters are sent, together with the Investigation 
Report to the landowners, applicant and parish council.  
Consultation letters are sent with list of documents consulted to 
the User Groups 
 Consultees are requested to reply within four weeks 

MAKE ORDER 
 It will take at least 

2 weeks for order 
to be drafted and 
checked 

ADVERTISE ORDER 
Everyone contacted at the Investigation 
and Report stages is sent a copy of the 
Order.  It is also advertised on site and in 
the local press. 
 It will take at least 3 weeks for Notice 

of the Order to be placed with the 
local newspaper and advertised  

INVESTIGATION OF APPLICATION STARTED 
The Authority researches historical documents & analyses this 
and any evidence submitted at the time the application was 
made e.g. from landowners or people who claim to have used 
the route. This information is put into an Investigation Report, 
including interpretation of the evidence.  Ownership of the land 
is also investigated.  

APPEAL 
 Appeal can only be made 

by the applicant to the 
Secretary of State. This has 
to be within 4 weeks of 
receipt of decision 

 Authority given 6 weeks to 
prepare report for SoS 

P.T.O. 
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No Objections 
received  

 

ORDER ADVERTISED 
 6 weeks are required by law for 

objections/representations to be made  

No Objections 
received 

AUTHORITY CONFIRMS ORDER 
 This will take 2-3 weeks 

Objections 
received 

Objections 
withdrawn 

NO FURTHER 
ACTION 

Objections can only be 
made to the High Court if 

there is a legal flaw 
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Order not 
confirmed 

Objections withdrawn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objections not withdrawn 

AUTHORITY CONTACTS OBJECTORS 
 Once the advertising period ends, 

objectors will be contacted about 
their objection. Discussion about 
these may take several months 

Objections received 

OBJECTIONS SUBMITTED TO SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR ‘DETERMINATION’ 

Allow at least 6 months for  
 Authority to prepare & send off information 
 Planning Inspectorate to set a date for 

determination 
 

MODIFIED ORDER 
READVERTISED 

 4 weeks are required by law 
for objections/representations 
to be made 

DETERMINATION WILL BE BY 
 PUBLIC INQUIRY,  
 PUBLIC HEARING,    or 
 WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS 
 An Inquiry can last between 1 

day - 2 weeks 

Order 
Modified 

 SECRETARY OF STATE’s 
DECISION PUBLISHED  
 Allow about 6 weeks for a 

decision 

Order confirmed 
by SOS 

CONFIRMATION OF ORDER 
ADVERTISED 

Everyone notified of the Order is 
sent a copy of the confirmed Order 
 6 weeks are required by law for 

objections/representations to be 
made  

PATH WILL BE SHOWN ON THE DEFINITIVE 
MAP OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

 Authority records will be amended and the next 
edition of the Definitive Map will show the effect 
of the Order  

DECISION SENT TO 
EVERYONE NOTIFIED OF 

MAKING OF ORDER 


